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STATE AND FEDERAL OFFICIALS UNVEIL PLAN TO 
PREVENT SPREAD OF POTATO PLANT PEST 

(BOISE) The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal Plant Health Inspection Service 
and the Idaho State Department of Agriculture announced today that they are taking 
specific steps to prevent the spread of a potato pest beyond an isolated part of eastern 
Idaho. 
  
Potato cyst nematode (PCN) was discovered earlier this year in two fields in eastern 
Idaho. The nematode poses no threat to the quality of Idaho tubers, nor does it pose a 
health threat. Left unmanaged the plant pest is easily spread and can significantly 
reduce the yield of potato crops. 
  
The two agencies have formulated parallel regulatory plans that call for restrictions on 
the movement and handling of potatoes within a defined area near Shelley, Idaho in 
Bingham and Bonneville counties. The area is between York Road on the north and 
Baseline Road on the south, the Snake River on the west and Park Road on the east. 
Potato growers in this specific area are being encouraged to have their fields sampled 
for potato cyst nematode.  
 
Growers that have completed the sampling process will be able to move their products 
with minimal restrictions. Packers and processors receiving potatoes from unsampled 
fields in the regulated area may be required to modify their practices of dealing with 
tare dirt and water effluent.  Potatoes and other regulated items will have to be 
accompanied by a permit from the USDA in order to move.  
  
This is the first detection of PCN in the United States.  PCN is a major pest of potato 
crops in cool-temperate areas. PCN has a very narrow host range, which includes 
potatoes, tomatoes, eggplant, and some weeds.  It is difficult to detect, easily moved in 
soil, by farm machinery, and commodities with attached soil.  This detection is 
important as potatoes are a significant trade commodity, both interstate and 
internationally.  Some countries have already taken action to restrict the importation of 
potatoes from the United States due to the detection of this pest.  These restrictions 
could have an economic impact on the $4 billion dollar potato industry of the United 
States. 
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Questions and answers regarding PCN regulatory 
plan 

 
Q. Are all potato fields in Idaho regulated? 
A. No.  Only the fields within the designated regulated area near Shelley, 

Idaho are regulated. 
 
Q. What items (articles) are regulated and how? 
A. The following items (articles) are regulated.  Regulated articles may 

only be moved outside the regulated area if accompanied by a 
certificate or limited permit issued by an APHIS OR ISDA inspector. 

 
• Potatoes 
• Nursery stock 
• Soil, compost, humus, muck, peat, and decomposed manure 
• Grass sod 
• Small grains and soybeans 
• Hay, straw, fodder, and plant litter 
• Ear corn, except shucked 
• Used farm equipment 
• Any other products, articles, or means of conveyance of any character 

whatsoever, when it is determined by an inspector that they present a 
hazard of spread of PCN. 

 
Q. Is a permit or certificate required for me to move potatoes (or 

other regulated articles) from my field to a packing house if the 
field is located outside the regulated area? 

A. No. 
 
Q. Must I have a negative PCN soil test on my potato field within 

the regulated area in order to get a certificate or limited permit 
to move regulated articles from that field?   

A. No.  There are differing circumstances under which you may be issued 
a certificate or limited permit to move potatoes (except seed potatoes) 
from a field in the regulated area. 

• A certificate may issued if the fields where the potatoes were grown were 
surveyed by an inspector prior to planting and found to be apparently 
free of PCN.  The PCN inspection certificate is valid for no more than 3 
years. 

• A limited permit may be issued to allow the potatoes to move outside the 
regulated area to a specific site where they will be processed and 
packed at facilities under compliance agreement for the handling of 
potatoes from the regulated area. 

 
Q. How do I get a certificate to move other regulated articles like 

soil, humus, muck, peat, decomposed manure, grass sod, small 
grains and soybeans, ear corn (except shucked), hay, straw, 
fodder, and plant litter from within the regulated area? 

A. The articles must have been grown or located only at sites that have 
been surveyed by an inspector and found to be apparently free of PCN. 

 



 

Questions and answers regarding PCN regulatory 
plan (page 2) 

 
 
Q. What happens if I cannot meet the requirements for a 

certificate? 
A.  Inspectors may be able to issue limited permits which will allow 

movement of regulated articles on a case by case basis until the 
requirements for a certificate can be met.  

 
Q. What about the movement of farm equipment from the 

regulated area? 
A. Farm equipment that has been used in any field that is infested with or 

potentially infested with PCN, or adjacent to such field located in the 
regulated area must be either (1) pressure washed to ensure that all 
soil has been removed, or (2) steam treated in accordance with an 
approved PPQ treatment before it can move freely under a certificate. 

 
Q.  Are there any planting restrictions in the regulated area? 
A.  Yes.  Potatoes, tomatoes, eggplants or other host crops may not be 

grown in PCN infested fields. 
 
Q.  What is the difference between a certificate and a limited permit? 
A.  A certificate is a document, stamp, or imprint issued by an inspector to 

affirm that a specified regulated article meets applicable requirements 
to be moved interstate to any destination.  A limited permit is a 
document issued by an inspector to allow the interstate movement of 
regulated articles that are not eligible for a certificate but that can be 
moved interstate for limited handling, utilization, or processing when, 
upon evaluation of the circumstances involved in each specific, case the 
inspector determines that such movement will not result in the spread 
of PCN.  (Note: Certificates will not be issued for most regulated articles 
during 2006 because most fields were not sampled prior to planting.  
Field sampling prior to planting will facilitate the issuance of certificates 
for movement beginning with the 2007 crop year.) 

 
Q.  Can potatoes from outside the regulated area be moved into the 

regulated area for packing, processing or storage. 
A.  Yes.  However, field run potatoes moved into the regulated area will 

become regulated.  Potatoes and potato products which have been 
washed and the soil has been removed to the satisfaction of the 
Inspector or which have been processed to the extent that PCN would 
be devitalized are exempt from regulation. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


